CLUB NEWS

Collier Fruit Growers
www.collierfruit.org

The next meeting is Monday, June 15th. This
month’s program will feature Gabrielle Berryer. She
and her family run Gaby’s Farm, where they grow
tropical fruit that they make into homemade ice
cream and sorbet. They have 15 flavors of ice
cream and 10 of sorbet. The flavors | tried at the
Naples Whole Foods store were amazingly fruity
and intense.

The club meets on the third Monday of the month at
7pm for socializing and enjoying the tasting table,
7:30pm for the program.

Meetings are held at the Golden Gate Community
Center, 4701 Golden Gate Parkway (corner of
Sunshine Blvd.), Naples.

Fruit for the tasting table. Please cut up fruit to
make it easier to sample.

Membership and change of address. Yearly
membership is $25; renewals before February 1,
$15. Send checks and change of address
information to CFG, c/o Mary Fehr, 137 Debron Dr.,
Naples FL 34112.

Upcoming programs. See calendar, page 2.
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Bonita Springs
Tropical Fruit Club

The next meeting is Tuesday, June 9th. There’ll be a
mango tasting thanks to Frank DeNardis and a brief
presentation by Brenda Tate on the ECHO project at
Bonita Middle School. Bring your bibs—it might get
messy.

During the summer recess, there will be no formal
programs in July and August. The workshop
discussion, however, will meet both months on the
fourth Tuesday of the month at 7pm.

Meetings are held at the First United Methodist
Church, 27690 Shriver Ave., Bonita Springs (from
Old 41, turn east on Crockett and left on Shriver).

Bimonthly workshop. This discussion group meets
June 23rd at the church. The board of directors
meets at 6pm.

Membership. Dues are $15. Send checks to Tom
Betts, 25071 Pennyroyal Lane, Bonita Springs, FL
34134.

Upcoming dates. See calendar, page 2.
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Summer fruit calendar

June 4. Bus Trip to Going Bananas & Pine
Island Nursery. Sponsored by the Collier Fruit
Growers. $20. See below.

June 6. Yard tour at Frank DeNardisO. 9am-
noon. 108 Viking Way, Naples. Call 597-8359.

June 9. Bonita Springs Tropical Fruit Club
monthly meeting. 7pm. First United Methodist
Church, 27690 Shriver Ave., Bonita Springs.
992-4664.

June 11. Mango tasting at Fruit & Spice Park.
$25. A small group will car pool or go in van. For

more information, call Madeline at 851-4448 or
Crafton at 455-8831.

June 15. Collier Fruit Growers monthly
meeting. 7pm. Golden Gate Community Center,
4701 Golden Gate Parkway, Naples. 643-7275.

June 23. BSTFC discussion group. 7pm. First
United Methodist Church, Bonita Springs.
992-4664.

July 11, 12. Mango Festival. Fairchild Botanic
Tropical Garden. 9:30-4:30. 305-667-1651.

July 28. BSTFC discussion group. 7pm. First
United Methodist Church, Bonita Springs.
992-4664.

August 17. Jacquie Jammin' talks about
preserving fruit.  7pm. Golden Gate Community
Center, 4701 Golden Gate Parkway, Naples.

August 25. BSTFC discussion group. 7pm. First
United Methodist Church, Bonita Springs.
992-4664.

July 20. Ice cream social & mango tasting.
7pm. Golden Gate Community Center, 4701
Golden Gate Parkway, Naples. 643-7275.

Field trip June 4th

Thanks to Madeline Bohannan'’s efforts and Collier
Fruit Growers, we’re going to Going Bananas in
Homestead to sample the lychees and bananas.
There will be a midday stop for light refreshments and
buying fruit at Robert is Here. Pack a lunch to eat on
the bus. The last stop will be Pine Island Nursery,

which sells a wide variety of fruit trees.

The cost is $20. Bus pickup will be at locations near
I75—7am in Ft. Myers at Wal-mart on Colonial,
7:30am in Bonita Springs at the Flamingo Flea
Market on Bonita Beach Rd., 8am in Naples at Wal-
mart on Collier Blvd. Call Madeline for more
information at 851-4448.

Collier
Fruit
Growers
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Growers is an
active nonprofit
organization

- dedicated to
GROW FRUIT!]  ntoducig,
propagating and
distributing the

many rare tropical and subtropical fruits grown
throughout the world, as well as offering education
in these areas and encouragement to extend their
cultivation. CFG functions without regard to race,
color or national origin.

Officers
John Puig, President 601-2919
captjohn@naplesbiofuel.com
Brian Housewert, Vice President 537-1261
moonblinkstudios@gmail.com
Mary Fehr, Treasurer 774-1047

Fehrmary(@earthlink.net
Linda Coyner, Newsletter editor/speaker coordinator

fruitnflowers@gmail.com 530-2383
At-large Directors

Jon Adams, past President 777-8217

jonadamsfl@gmail.com

Thomas Hecker 682-0674

tshecker@gmail.com

Tracey Vessillo 877-6608

tracey.vessillo@yahoo.com
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June, July & August in SW Florida

Thank goodness the rainy season started a couple weeks early. Now we
shift into mowing and weed control, and harvesting the fruits of our labor,
of course. Especially mangos. Don’t miss the upcoming mango tastings,
starting with Frank DeNardis’ yard tour (did he think we would walk
around midst all those luscious mangos and not sample them?). And
then the June Bonita meeting and the July Collier meeting. Crafton Clift
has organized a trip to Fruit and Spice Park just for mango tasting on

June 11th (see right).

Bring your questions to club
meetings or check out the Forum at
the Collierfruit.org website. Another
source of information is the
University of Florida’s Collier
Extension at 353-2872 or Lee at
461-7505.—Linda Coyner,
horticulturist and freelance writer

Mango tasting at

The Collier club will have programs through the summer. The Bonita club Fruit & Splce Park

will scale back to just the discussion workshops. There will be no news-  Thursday, June 11th, Crafton Clift
letters during July and August, however. The newsletter editor gets to is spearheading a trip to the Fruit

take a break.

If you’ve got plants in pots, get them in the ground now. No more

and Spice Park in Homestead to
sample mangos. This is a great
chance to sample the wide variety

excuses. | keep telling myself I'm not running a nursery. Besides pots of mangos that grow in the park.

need more attention, including water.

Vegetables to Katuk Potatoes
plant in June Okra Squash
Peas, black-eyed Sunflower
Beans, yard lon
y 9 Peas, cow Cherry tomatoes
Cucumber (burr gherkin
(burg ) Pumpkin Watermelon
Eggplant
Officers
Tim Deaton, President 992-4664
timdeaton@yahoo.com
Trevor Parks, Vice President 947-9429
tparks9208@aol.com
Tom Betts, Treasurer 498-0003
tibetts@comcast.net
Kathy Walters, Secretary 800-210-0217
kathy@virtualdba.com
Linda Coyner, Newsletter editor
fruitnflowers@gmail.com 530-2383
At-large Directors
Madeline Bohannon, past President 851-4448
madelinemay99@gmail.com
Joe Busa 948-0987
jojobusa@yahoo.com
Bob Van Scoy 992-1751

BobVanScoy@gct21.net

Admission to the park is $25.

A small group will car pool or go in
van. Crafton is planning to go the
day before to help Chris Rollins,
the park manager, set up the
tasting. For more information, call
Madeline Bohannon at 851-4448
or Crafton at 455-8831.

Bonita Springs Tropical
Fruit Club

The purpose is to introduce and distribute
the many rare and tropical and subtropical
fruits grown throughout the world; to
inform, educate and advise members and
the public in the selection of these
valuable tree crops, so as to encourage
their cultivation. Where possible, the
organization will produce a basis for
researching and producing new cultivars
and hybrids.
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Williams Grove revisited

One of the club’s recent field trips took us to
Williams Grove, a scientific and outreach facility in
Homestead for Fairchild Botanic Garden. There we
got a royal tour by Richard Campbell, Fairchild’s
senior curator of tropical fruit.

The former 20-acre avocado orchard was donated
by Frank Williams with the stipulation that it be used
to help Florida’s fruit growers.

The primary collections are of avocado, maintained
to support the facility, plus mango, jackfruit, mamey
sapote, sapodilla, canistel, abrico (Mammea
americana), caimito, spanish lime (Melicoccus
bijugatus) and tamarind.

Campbell’s philosophy is summed up by “manage
your trees: prune, prune, prune.”

For mangos, he specifically recommends

remove old bloom spikes

prune after fruit harvest

tip new growth weekly

keep dry

no fertilizer unless it's 0 0 50 3x a year (leaf litter
supplies nitrogen, avoid chicken manure). This
encourages stress, which causes flowering and
results in sweeter fruit.

Williams Grove is not organic but it does employ
sustainable practices. Its mission is to explore
economic methods of growing fruit. For powdery
mildew they use Abound, an organic fungicide.
Campbell explained that wide fluctuations in
temperatures cause powdery mildew, i.e., low
temperatures at night and high during the day.

As a rule, avocado, jackfruit, and mamey sapote
love nitrogen. Mango and sapodilla do not like
nitrogen. Lychees, he said, are just inconsistent
fruiters. According to Campbell, nitrogen masks
responsiveness of a tree. It'll produce no fruit or fruit
with low sugar.

Campbell is excited about the work they are doing
on persimmons. He pointed out that Hudson is a
noteworthy variety (astringent). Their trees are
grafted on native persimmon rootstock.

He was also very enthusiastic about the Grove’s
research on abrico. It's very frustrating tree as
female trees turn male. Still, he thinks the fruit has

Bee-friendly gardening

Bees are important pollinators in any garden but
especially in an orchard. Keeping them happy and
healthy is in a gardener’s interest.

Here are some helpful tips from the National Resources
Defense Council:

Include a wide variety of plants

Ideally, they should bloom from early spring into late fall
or, if possible, for the entire year. If you choose plants
with a variety of shapes and colors, you will be more
likely to attract different types of pollinators. Planting in
clusters will make them easier to locate.

Plant native species
Local plants are four times more likely to attract
pollinators than exotic species.

Avoid using pesticides

There are many natural ways to control pests in your
garden. If you must use pesticides, read the labels
carefully in order to avoid spraying chemicals that are
highly toxic to bees, such as most neonicotinoid
pesticides (includes imidacloprid, thiamethoxam,
clothianidin, and several others). Be sure to spray your
plants after dusk, when pollinators are least active. You
should also be wary of using multiple pesticides at
once. Many active ingredients are more toxic when
used in combination with other pesticides.

Create the right environment

Providing shallow pools of water will attract bees and
keep them healthy. Another great way to help bees
thrive is to provide a variety of nesting habitats.

WhGT'S coconut passion fruit

. . fig peach
R|pe in guava persimmon
June? longan pineapple

loquat plum

atemoya mango pomegranate
avocado miracle fruit raspberry
banana mulberry sapodilla
blackberry monstera star apple
Barbados cherry natal plum sea grape
canistel nectarine Surinam cherry
carambola papaya
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Collier Growers website gets
a makeover

Since the Collier website—collierfruit.org— debuted
last year, behind-the-scenes efforts have been hard
at work refining it. Brian Housewert, president of
Paradise Web Works (paradisewebworks.com), and
Collier Fruit Growers’ VP, is responsible for the
amazing result, see below.
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Got Questions about Tropical Fruit?...We've Got Answers!

Mission Statement

Fruit Club Purpose

Beneflts of Membership

Copyright 200 . Colier Frat Cvmrees, INC . Nogles, FL. Ste Denigned by Excatuse Wb Works

The website is a great resource, globally and locally.

It tells the world who Collier Fruit Growers is.
Internet searches will lead everyone to the club’s
proverbial door.

It's also there if a member is looking for the latest
newsletter or what this month’s program is. The
“resource” area leads to some great web and brick

and mortar sites. The “forum” holds the most
potential, however. That's where you can ask
questions and make suggestions and comments.
Check it out and let us know what you think.

Yard tours June 6 & Sept. 12

Yard tour June 6th, 9am till noon. Frank and Mary
DeNardis are opening their garden to celebrate their
best evert mango harvest. Frank’s trees are covered
with fruit this year. As most of you know, Frank and
Mary have a residential lot on a canal in the Palm
River section of North Naples that has an amazing
collection of tropical fruit trees. Fruit trees are
Frank’s passion. Over the years, the couple have
welcomed classes and clubs to see their trees and
share the bounty of fruit. Frank also has a fruit tree
nursery specializing in large trees.

The address is 108 Viking Rd. in North Naples. For
more information, call Frank or Mary at 597-8359.

Yard tour September 12th, 9am till noon. Gordon
and Betsy Skrede are opening their garden to
visitors to celebrate the muscadine harvest. The
Skredes have a commercial muscadine vineyard,
blackberries, and an assortment of cold-hardy fruits
like peaches, nectarines, and even apples. You'll be
able to sample different kinds of muscadines (within
reason) and buy whatever you pick to take home.

The address is 670 27th St. SW, Naples. It’s just off
White Blvd. (where Pine Ridge crosses Collier Blvd.

it becomes White). If you need more information,
call 353-4543.

Fall calendar: Upcoming speakers & events

Bonita Club

(Note: In Sept., Oct. & Nov. workshops will be held
the 4th Tuesday of the month)

July 28 workshop

August 25 workshop

September 8: Program TBD

October 13: Brian Housewert on organic gardening
November 10: Jenny Burd and Pat Johnson
November 14 Fall tree sale

December 8 Holiday potluck and election

Collier Club

July 20 Ice cream social & mango fest

August 17 Jacquie Jammin’ on preserving fruit

August (Date TBD) Class at Jacquie’s kitchen

September 21 Irrigation how-to by Dave Brawley

October 19 lan Orlikoff on sustainable fruit and
vegetable growing

November 16 TBD

December 21 Holiday potluck and election



Got Questions about Growing Tropical Fruit?
We’re got Answers

Check out our website www.collierfruit.org

Our clubs have many experienced backyard and professional
growers. Bring your fruity questions to the next meeting or have
them posted in the newsletter (fruitnflowers@gmail.com). You
can also call the Collier Extension Service plant clinic at
353-2872, M/W/F 9am-noon and 1-4pm. The Lee County
Extension horticulture desk can be reached during those hours
at 461-7504.

Don’t overlook online resources about tropical fruits. For
instance, you can access the full text of Julia Morton’s Fruit of
Warm Climates at www.hort.purdue.edu/newcrop/morton/
index.html.
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